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^loucestersfnre  Cbucation  Committee. 


Shire  Hall, 

Gloucester, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Education  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


14 tli  April,  1930. 


. r submit  herewith  the  Twenty-second  Annual  Report  on  the 

Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  and  allied  work.  It  is  based  mainly 
on  the  twenty-first  round  of  the  Elementary  Schools  and  the  ninth  round  of 
the  Secondary  Schools. 

I he  records  are  mainly  routine  in  character  and  all  branches  of  the  work 
have  been  carried  out  as  smoothly  as  in  previous  years,  thanks  to  the  hearty 
co-operation  of  all  concerned— Teachers,  Nurses,  Dentists  and  Doctors. 
I here  are  opportunities  for  trouble,  particularly  in  the  examination  of  children’s 
heads  for  pediculosis,  and  that  it  does  not  arise  though  there  are  over  130 
nurses  engaged  in  this  work,  is  evidence  of  the  discretion  exercised  by  all 
concerned.  J 


i arra?gements  for  the  treatment  of  defects  continue  to  be  satisfactorv 
and  effect  is  being  given  gradually  to  the  decision  of  the  County  Council  to 
increase  the  facilities  by  opening  out-stations  in  parts  of  the  County  at  present 
unprovided.  lhe  enlargement  of  the  orthopaedic  arrangements  comes  into 
effect  during  the  present  year  ; in  connection  therewith  the  accommodation 
lor  active  treatment  will  be  increased  from  6 to  10  beds  and  provision  has  been 
made  tor  two  cases  requiring  prolonged  treatment  in  a training  institution 
which  is  now  the  greatest  need. 

The  examination  of  children  with  heart  disease  bjr  physicians  in  con- 
nection with  the  Bristol  University  Centre  of  Cardiac  Research  has  already 

proved  very  useful  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  results  will  be  even  more  valuable 
in  the  future. 


The  intention  of  the  joint  circular  of  the  Minister  of  Health  and  the 
icsident  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  5th  December,  1929,  urging  the 
treatment  of  infants  so  that  defects  may  be  treated  as  far  as  possibFe  before 
children  reach  school  age  has  always  been  in  mind  in  this  county  and  the 
county  arrangements  are  peculiarly  suited  to  give  effect  to  it.  The  proportion 
ot  infants  to  school  children  having  care  under  the  scheme  is  increasing  and 
efforts  will  be  made  to  develop  this  very  important  work. 


I have  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  cordial  manner  in  which  all  con- 
cerned—Teachers,  Nurses,  Dentists,  Doctors  and  Clerks— have  performed 
their  share  of  the  duties  which  has  enabled  the  work  of  the  Committee  to  be 
performed  so  satisfactorily. 


I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MIDDLETON  MARTIN, 

School  Medical  Officer. 


9 JUN  1930 
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®tucntp=s!econt  Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 


Staff. 

Medical. — There  has  been  no  change  in  the  Medical  Staff 
since  1921,  which  still  consists  of  two  whole-time  Inspectors  and 
three  doctors,  who  are  also  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  their 
respective  areas,  namely  : — 


Dr.  T.  F.  H.  Blake  appointed 
,,  Sarah  Wilson  ...  ,, 

,,  H.  F.  W.  Adams  „ 

,,  R.  Green  ...  ,, 

,,  T.  Rhind  ...  ,, 


1 Sept.,  1908  \ w,  , rp. 

14  Oct.,  1916  / WhoIe  Time- 

7 Feb.,  1921  1 

1 Sept.,  1912  V Part  Time. 

1 Feb.,  1913  J 


The  services  of  the  two  whole- time  officers  are  sufficient  to 
cover  the  routine  work  prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Education, 
but  leave  little  margin  for  special  examinations. 


Dental. — There  are  three  whole  time  School  Dentists  in  the 
service  of  the  Committee,  namely  : — 


Miss  A.  M.  Boal  ...  appointed  1 April,  1928  "1 

Mr.  P.  J.  Wakley  ...  „ 5 May,  1919  yWhole  time. 

Mr.  B.  F.  Wren  ...  ,,  1 May,  1919  J 

Nursing. — The  nursing  work  in  the  schools  is  supervised  by 
the  eight  County  Health  Superintendents.  Their  names  are  : — 


Mrs.  A.  E.  Austin  ...  appointed  21  April,  1928. 


resigned 

9 Feb., 

1929. 

Miss 

A. 

Boyd 

appointed 

5 June, 

1916. 

Miss  M.  Brocklehurst 

99 

1 Feb., 

1929. 

9 9 

V. 

M.  Crow 

9 9 

1 Sept., 

1925. 

Mrs. 

F. 

E.  Lyne 

99 

1 6 March, 

1921. 

Miss 

J. 

I.  McLauchlan 

9 9 

30  July, 

1917. 

9 9 

E. 

Mason 

9 9 

6 June, 

1916. 

99 

D. 

K.  Palin  ... 

99 

10  March, 

1919. 

99 

M. 

S.  Payne  ... 

9 9 

17  Nov., 

1923. 
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Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses — 


Miss  L.  Meek 
,,  A.  Somerfield  ... 
Mrs.  P.  E.  Watkins 

Orthopaedic  Nurses — 

Miss  D.  A.  Rodenhurst 
,,  J.  Shepherd 

Dental  Nurses — 

Miss  M.  H.  Allen  ... 

,,  M.  H.  Griffiths 
,,  M.  Hunt 


appointed 

1 Dec., 

1927. 

99 

1 April, 

1927. 

99 

1 April, 

1927. 

9 9 

22  March, 

1926. 

99 

1 Feb., 

1929. 

99 

7 Oct., 

1919. 

99 

1 April, 

1928. 

99 

30  Aug., 

1920. 

Tho  general  arrangements  were  settled  in  1916  and  have 
continued  on  much  the  same  lines.  The  number  of  district 
nurses  co-operating  has  gradually  increased  from  75  in  1916  to 
132  in  1929.  Close  co-ordination  with  other  branches  of  work 
is  secured  in  that  all  these  nurses  also  undertake  Health  Visiting, 
etc.,  and  the  County  Health  Superintendents  inspect  the  Nurses 
as  District  Nurses  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Nursing 
Association.  The  mass  of  work  undertaken  is  large  and  increasing, 
as  shown  in  the  following  condensed  statement  : — 


Pediculosis  Examinations. 


No.  of 

Visits 

No.  of 

Visits  to 

District 

to 

Children 

examina- 

Defective 

Nurses. 

Schools. 

examined. 

tions. 

Children. 

1921  ... 

109 

2,007 

41,947 

53,213 

3,334 

2 ... 

113 

2,312 

43,540 

53,177 

4,371 

3 ... 

117 

2,168 

47,276 

54,737 

4,901 

4 ... 

122 

2,357 

49,822 

58,065 

4,237 

5 ... 

129 

1,879 

54,650 

63,062 

4,738 

6 ... 

131 

1,799 

57,530 

64,015 

6,573 

7 ... 

127 

1,673 

55,452 

61,756 

5,272 

8 ... 

127 

1,772 

60,188 

65,121 

6,770 

9 ... 

132 

1,899 

62,442 

68,033 

7,812 

In  spite  of  the  personal  difficulties  inherent  in  the  examination 
of  the  heads  of  the  children  the  work  proceeds  very  smoothly  and 
the  advantages  in  the  following-up  of  children  with  defects, 
requiring  special  attention,  by  District  Nurses  are  very  great. 


School  Hygiene. 

The  Medical  Inspectors  noted  in  their  routine  reports  improve- 
ments which  they  found  in  two  schools  during  their  round,  and 
drew  attention  to  matters  at  eleven  other  schools  whereby  con- 
ditions might  be  made  more  satisfactory. 

A circular  letter  dated  31st  January,  1930,  has  been  received 
from  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Board  of  Education,  to  the 
effect  that  he  is  desirous  of  obtaining  more  exact  knowledge  than 
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is  at  present  available  as  to  the  extent  and  character  of  the 
practice  and  teaching  of  Hygiene  in  the  Schools  of  the  County, 
particularly  in  relation  to  the  school  medical  service  and  the 
health  of  the  children.  In  this  connection  the  Head  Teachers  of 
seventeen  Schools,  of  varying  grades,  were  asked  to  supply  informa- 
tion as  to  what  was  being  done  in  their  respective  Schools,  and  the 
replies  show  that  there  is  a marked  variation  both  in  the  time 
devoted  to  the  subject  of  Hygiene  and  the  methods  adopted. 

Medical  Inspection. 

A.  General  Arrangements. — The  same  procedure  as  in 
previous  years  has  been  followed  throughout  and  the  arrangements 
continue  to  work  smoothly.  That  the  personnel  of  the  medical 
staff  has  been  unchanged  since  1919  is  advantageous  in  that  it 
enables  comparison  of  the  records  over  a long  jieriod  of  years 
without  involving  questions  of  the  personal  factor  which  would 
otherwise  arise  ; this  is  of  considerable  importance  in  any  attempt 
to  compare  such  records  as  those  of  medical  examinations. 

District  N urses  attended  with  the  School  Medical  Inspectors 
at  345  Schools.  The  reasons  for  non-attendance  at  the  remaining 
12  Schools  were  : — 

At  a case  ...  ...  ...  « 

in  :::  :::  :::  3 

On  holiday  ...  ...  ...  ...  _ _ ...  j 

Mistook  time  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  \ 

Association  without  ...  ...  ...  ...  \ 

12 

This  is  rather  a better  record  than  in  some  years  and  certainly 
supports  the  statement  that,  contrary  to  preconceived  views,  the 
nurses  general  work  does  not  cause  much  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
keeping  this  fixed  appointment.  On  the  other  hand,  the  advan- 
tage of  the  presence  of  the  resident  district  nurse  who  keeps  the 
children  under  supervision  subsequently  is  very  great. 

Whenever  nurses  are  not  available,  the  Schoool  Medical 
Inspectors  appreciate  the  willing  assistance  that  is  given  by  the 
teachers  who  also  help  in  many  ways  even  when  nurses  are  in 
attendance. 

B.  Places  of  Inspection. — No  sjiecial  accommodation  is 
provided  at  any  School  in  the  County,  but  Head  Teachers  make 
as  convenient  arrangements  as  possible  for  the  medical,  dental 
and  nursing  visits.  At  391  of  the  417  Schools,  a class  room  was 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  School  Medical  Inspector  ; the 
children  at  two  single-roomed  schools  being  sent  to  the  playground 
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for  the  time  being  and  at  six  other  small  schools  a part  of  the  room 
was  curtained  off.  Other  places  used  were  9 Teachers’  Rooms, 
8 Domestic  Science,  Cookery  and  Workshop  Rooms,  and  1 
Manager’s  Room. 

C.  Appliances. — A standard  for  measuring  heights,  with  a 
movable  headpiece,  is  fixed  in  each  school.  The  weights  are  taken 
by  portable  steel  yards  specially  designed  by  Messrs.  Avery  and 
Co.  for  the  Committee  when  medical  inspection  was  commenced 
in  1908  : they  weigh  up  to  121  lbs.  by  ounces  and  in  practice  have 
proved  very  satisfactory.  The  steel  yards  are  tested  by  the 
Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures  each  summer,  and  rarely 
are  there  more  than  minor  matters  requiring  attention.  In  1929 
the  maximum  error  was  2\  oz.  on  full  load. 

D.  Numbers  of  Children. — The  numbers  of  children  examined 
in  each  round  are  now  fairly  constant  at  18,000  to  19,000.  The 
actual  numbers  in  1928-29  were  : — 


No.  of  children  on  the  registers  of  417  departments 
Children  examined — 

A.  Code  Groups. 

Entrants 

Intermediates 

Leavers 

B.  Specials. 

Re-examinations 

less  examined  as  routine 


39,727 


4,832 

5,321 

3,411 

13,564 

5,691 

627 


5,064 

New  Specials  (not  routine)  ...  ...  344 

5,408 


Total  children  examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18,972 


In  the  following  statement  are  set  out  the  percentages  of 
children  in  average  attendance  examined  in  the  three  code  groups 
year  by  year  together  with  the  birth-rate  five  years  previously  : — 


Birth-rate. 

Percentage 

on  average  attendance 

Entrants. 

Intermediates. 

Leavers 

1919-20 

18.0  (1915) 

15.2 

12.4 

14.2 

1920-21 

17.9  (1916) 

12.1 

11.3 

10.7 

1921-22 

14.7  (1917) 

9.9 

11.3 

10.2 

1922-23 

15.2  (1918) 

9.9 

11.5 

10.3 

1923-24 

16.4  (1919) 

11.1 

11.2 

10.4 

1924-25 

23.8  (1920) 

13.0 

11.3 

10.0 

1925-26 

19.9  (1921) 

14.6 

9.0 

11.7 

1926-27 

18.5  (1922) 

13.4 

9.15 

11.0 

1927-28 

18.0  (1923) 

13.95 

11.8 

10.4 

1928-29 

... 

16.6(1924) 

13.5 

14.9 

9.6 
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All  children  who  have  been  found  at  any  time  to  have  any 
defect  are  reviewed  at  each  visit  to  the  school.  The  number  of 
these  has  remained  practically  the  same  for  several  years,  i.e. 
about  8,000  : this  is  about  one-fifth  of  the  children  on  the  registers. 
Many  of  the  conditions  bringing  children  into  this  category  may 
be  slight  but  the  provision  of  a special  card  for  any  such  case 
helps  to  ensure  that  no  child  which  might  be  the  better  for  atten- 
tion is  overlooked. 

The  average  number  of  children  examined  per  hour  is  a 
fraction  under  10. 


Findings  of  Inspection. 

The  general  summary  of  the  results  of  the  inspection  of 
13,564  children  examined  as  routine  is  set  out  in  Table  II  at  the 

end  of  this  report  and  is  briefly  summarised  in  the  following 
statement  : — 6 


No.  examined 

Nose  and  throat  ... 
Teeth  (over  3 decayed) 
Heart  trouble 
Glandular  enlargement 
Vision  (6/12  and  worse) 
R.  eye 

External  eye 
Defective  Hearing  (R.) 
Ear  Discharge 
Skin  disease 
Deformities 
Bronchial  catarrh  ... 
Anaemia 
Others 

Total  ... 


Entrants. 

Intermediates. 

4,832 

5,321 

. 1,385 

28.7 

986 

18.5 

. 1,056 

21.9 

904 

16.98 

40 

.83 

133 

2.50 

608 

12.6 

464 

8.72 

13 

2.76 

277 

5.20 

103 

2.14 

115 

2.16 

42 

.87 

52 

.98 

81 

1.68 

48 

.90 

53 

1.10 

48 

.90 

59 

1.22 

54 

1.01 

73 

1.51 

36 

.68 

8 

.17 

23 

.43 

63 

1.30 

77 

1.48 

3,584 

3,217 

Leavers. 

Total. 

3,411 

13,564 

567 

16.6 

2,938 

21.6 

249 

7.30 

2,209 

16.3 

121 

3.55 

294 

2.17 

138 

4.06 

1,210 

8.83 

159 

4.66 

449 

4.88 

69 

2.02 

287 

2.12 

37 

1.09 

131 

.97 

32 

.94 

161 

1.19 

25 

.73 

126 

.93 

32 

.94 

145 

1.07 

4 

.12 

113 

.83 

29 

.85 

60 

.44 

103 

3.02 

243 

1.79 

L,565 

8,366 

Of  the  13,564  children,  6,780  or  approximately  50  per  cent 
presented  no  defect  of  special  note.  This  has  been  a fairly 
constant  figure  for  some  ten  years,  but,  in  the  first  few  years 
when  there  were  various  changes  in  the  medical  personnel  it 
was  lower,  ranging  round  40  per  cent.  On  the  whole  the  proportion 
ot  normal  infants  is  lower  than  “ normal  ” leavers,  averamne 
about  10  infants  to  11  leavers. 


Taken  broadly,  there  is  little  change  from  year  to  year  in 
the  numbers  of  defects  and  it  is  only  with  respect  to  certain 
conditions  for  which  there  is  evidence  of  periodic  change.  Two 
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striking  examples  are  steady  falls  in  the  proportion  of  children 
with  signs  indicative  of  valvular  disease  of  the  heart  and  witn 
infection  of  pediculosis,  to  both  of  which  special  reference  is  ma  e 

later. 

Generally  the  statement  made  last  year  appears  still  to  hold 
good.  It  reads  : — 

“ The  defects  most  common  among  children  on  entering 
the  schools  are  obstructive  condition  of  the  air  passages  ( about 
one-quarter  of  all  children),  and  serious  defect  of  vision  (about  1 
in  30).  During  school  life  the  proportion  of  defects  of  special 
senses  increases — of  vision  by  about  one-third,  and  of  hearing 
by  about  one-half.  Also  by  the  time  of  leaving  school  the 
differences  of  children  in  mental  development  are  more  marked  : 
thus  among  entrants  less  than  1 per  cent,  are  noted  as  being 
dull  and  backward,  but  by  the  time  of  leaving  school  the  pro- 
portion has  increased  to  2 per  cent. 

“ The  most  encouraging  evidence  of  improvement  in 
the  condition  of  the  children  is  found  on  examining  the  pedi- 
culosis records  over  a period  of  years. 


Pediculosis. 

From  the  close  association  of  District  Nursing  Associations 
with  the  work  of  the  County  Council  it  is  possible  to  keep  a closer 
oversight  of  the  general  condition  of  children  than  would  be 
possible  without  a very  considerable  whole-time  staff  of  nurses. 
The  number  of  nurses  so  co-operating  in  1929  was  132.  The 
numbers  of  examinations  made  year  by  year  are  . 


No.  of 

Children. 

Departments 

Examina- 

No. 

No. 

Percentage. 

visited. 

tions. 

examined. 

infected. 

infected. 

1916  ... 

...  251 

39,582 

26,175 

4,257 

16.3 

7 ... 

...  249 

31,197 

22,192 

3,445 

15.5 

8 ... 

...  276 

31,480 

24,854 

3,172 

12.8 

9 ... 

...  239 

25,067 

19,378 

2,299 

11.9 

1920  ... 

...  370 

42,433 

32,705 

4,627 

14.1 

1 ... 

...  491 

53,213 

41,947 

5,832 

13.9 

2 ... 

...  516 

53,177 

43,540 

5,122 

11.8 

3 ... 

...  579 

54,737 

47,276 

4,911 

10.4 

4 ... 

...  597 

58,065 

49,822 

5,108 

10.3 

6 ... 

...  669 

63,062 

54,650 

5,310 

9.7 

6 ... 

...  692 

64,015 

57,530 

4,816 

8.3 

7 ... 

...  672 

61,756 

55,452 

3,842 

6.9 

8 ... 

...  731 

65,121 

60,188 

4,321 

7.2 

9 ... 

...  734 

68,033 

62,442 

4,228 

6.8 
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In  these  fourteen  years  the  improvement  effected  is  indicated 
by  the  fact  that  for  every  100  children  found  infected  in  1916 
the  number  in  1929  was  only  42.  Further  evidence  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  gross  infection  on  more  casual  examination  is  given  by  the 
records  of  the  medical  inspection  and  it  is  rarely  now  that  heads 
are  found  grossly  infected.  On  the  other  hand,  persistent  offenders 
are  found  all  over  the  County,  and  the  names  of  members  of  certain 
families  are  included,  inspection  after  inspection,  in  the  lists  of 
infected  children.  This  fact  is  taken  into  account  in  deciding 
what  action  shall  follow  and  prompt  exclusion,  followed  by 
proceedings  for  the  absence  of  children,  still  infected,  is  arranged 
in  suitable  cases.  Disciplinary  action  of  this  kind  would  probably 
be  necessitated  more  frequently  were  it  not  for  the  personal 
influence  of  the  District  Nurse  in  the  children’s  homes  and 
probably  to  this  as  much  as  to  the  official  work,  may  be  attributed 
the  improvement  in  the  County  as  a whole. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

On  the  whole  the  prevalence  of  infections  was  much  the  same 
as  in  the  previous  two  years,  but  there  were  wide  departures  in 
respect  of  individual  diseases  and  conditions.  Thus  while  there 
was  a very  large  drop  in  the  numbers  of  cases  of  measles  from 
3,707  in  1928  to  759,  and  of  whooping  cough  from  1,593  to  1,067, 
there  were  considerable  increases  in  respect  of  scarlet  fever 
(812,  the  largest  number  since  1914),  diphtheria  (281,  the  highest 
since  1921),  German  measles  (545 — a sudden  rise  from  19  and  20 
in  the  previous  two  years),  chickenpox  (1,526—- the  largest  on 
record  by  about  300),  and  mumps  (1,160— the  highest  for  four 
years). 

As  regards  infectious  skin  conditions  there  was  a marked 
increase  in  the  prevalence  of  ringworm  (284  cases — the  highest 
since  1923),  and  impetigo  (572 — the  maximum  record).  All 
cases  reported  are  followed  up  by  the  nurses  with  a view  to  effec- 
tive treatment.  So  far,  however,  there  does  not  appear  to  be 
marked  reduction  in  the  average  loss  of  attendances  per  case 
except  with  respect  to  scabies  or  itch.  The  average  for  ringworm 
is  about  five  weeks,  and  for  impetigo  about  three  and  a half 
weeks  ; for  the  relatively  small  numbers  of  cases  of  scabies  there 
has  been  a reduction  from  about  five  and  a half  weeks  to  just 
over  three  weeks. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Stroud  there  has  been  a group  of 
prolonged  cases  of  ringworm  resisting  ordinary  remedial  treatment. 
To  meet  the  special  circumstances  it  was  decided  to  arrange  daily 
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treatment  by  the  School  Nurse  at  the  Cleansing  Station  Work  was 
commenced  on  11th  November,  1927,  and  by  the en  o e ruary 
1928  37  children  had  received  treatment  ; 1-  were  cured, 

ceased  attending  after  a time  and  16  were  still  having  treatment. 
By  the  end  of  April  1928,  the  last  three  cases  were  cured  and  it  was 
hoped  the  trouble  was  ended.  In  the  Spring  of  1929  there  was  a 
renewed  prevalence  and  the  Cleansing  Station  was  brought  into 
use  again  at  the  end  of  April : daily  treatment  was  §iyen  many 
cases  but,  in  spite  of  this,  there  were  22  children  still  infected  m 
October  after  attention  extending  over  many  months  and  tne 
nurse  was  much  disheartened.  Finally,  arrangements  were  made 
with  the  Stroud  Hospital  for  X-ray  treatment  which  was  com- 
menced on  25th  November,  1929.  Up  to  1st  April,  1930,  20  cases 
had  been  treated.  The  first  two  were  deliberately  underdosed. 


The  number  of  Schools  closed  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  special  reasons  for  short  periods 
was  16.  Certificates  to  cover  periods  of  small  attendance  were 
issued  in  respect  of  115  schools  for  243  weeks. 


Arrangements  for  following-up  Children  with  Defects. 

The  arrangements  for  the  supervision  of  these  children  are, 
shortly,  as  follows  : — 

1.  The  School  Medical  Inspectors  make  out  lists  of  children 
after  each  visit  to  the  school. 

2.  The  lists  are  sent  to  the  School  Nurse,  Children’s  Care 
Committee  (where  there  is  one)  or  to  the  Official  Corre- 
spondent. 

3.  Reports  on  the  respective  cases  are  received,  generally 
from  the  Nurses. 

4.  In  areas,  accessible  to  Out-Stations,  reports  are  made 
monthly  with  a view  to  each  case  receiving  appropriate 

treatment. 

5.  When  difficulty  is  experienced  in  getting  parents  to 
appreciate  the  importance  of  giving  treatment  to  any 
child  and  the  efforts  of  local  persons  and  of  the  School 
Medical  Officer  have  proved  unsuccessful,  the  assistance 
of  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Children  is  invoked. 

The  assistance  of  the  District  Nurses  in  this  w ork  is  particu- 
larly valuable  partly  because  they  can  keep  the  children  so 
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closely  under  supervision,  and  also  largely  from  their  influence 
with  the  parents.  Not  only  do  the  nurses  assist  in  this  way  but, 
further,  in  many  cases  they  actually  carry  out  the  treatment 
recommended  in  the  homes  of  the  children  : unfortunately  full 
information  of  the  extent  of  this  work  is  not  available,  largely 
because  the  nurses  take  much  of  it  as  part  of  their  ordinary 
district  work.  It  is,  however,  one  of  the  great  advantages  of  the 
co-operation  between  the  Education  Committee  and  the  District 
Nursing  Associations. 


Treatment. 

The  facilities  available  for  the  treatment  of  defects  include 
medical  practitioners,  hospitals  and  the  arrangements  under  the 
Scheme  for  the  Extension  of  Medical  Services,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  District  Nurses. 

The  hospitals  and  out-stations  available  under  the  Scheme 
during  1929  were  : — 


General  Hospitals  .. 

Special  Hospitals 

Out-Stations — 

Cottage  Hospitals 

Special  Buildings 


Bath  and  Bristol  (for  approved  eye,  ear,  nose  and 
throat  cases  only),  Cheltenham,  Gloucester  and 
Stroud. 

Cossham  Hospital,  Gloucester  Children’s  Hospital 
and  Stratford-on-Avon  and  Chepstow  Hospitals 
(for  eye,  throat  and  ear  cases  only). 


Almondsbury,  Berkeley,  Chipping  Sodbury,  Ciren- 
cester, Fairford,  Lydney,  Moreton-in-Marsh, 
Tewkesbury  and  Winchcombe  (eye  and  throat 
cases  only). 

Chipping  Campden,  Cinderford,  Soundwell  and 
Thornbury. 


The  range  of  the  Scheme  is  being  extended,  as  mentioned 
in  my  report,  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  County 
Council  of  9th  January,  1929,  to  open  twelve  more  out-stations 
during  the  subsequent  three  years.  During  1929  progress  was 
made  with  respect  to  the  following  four  : — 

Bourton-on-the-Water.  An  Out-Station  has  been  built 
on  a site  near  the  Hospital,  kindly  given  by  the  Trustees 
of  the  late  Mr.  George  Moore,  the  donor  of  the  Hospital. 
It  will  be  opened  on  8th  April,  1930. 

Hambrook.  A similar  building  has  been  erected  in 
the  playground  of  the  Winterbourne  Council  School 
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near  the  Hambrook  Village  Hospital  and  will  be  opened 
during  April,  1930. 

Dursley.  The  ground  floor  of  the  old  Grammar  School  is 
being  adapted  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  available 
for  use  in  a few  months. 

Coleford.  A site  adjoining  the  offices  of  the  West  Dean 
R.D.C.  has  been  purchased  and  plans  have  been  prepared 
for  a wooden  building. 

Instructions  have  been  given  by  the  Medical  Services  Com- 
mittee for  Out-Stations  to  be  arranged  during  1930  at  Newent, 
Tetbury,  Winchcombe  and  Wotton-under-Edge. 

The  remaining  four  Out-Stations  to  complete  the  present 
proposals  will  be  at  Marshfield,  Newnham,  Northleach  and 
Tidenham. 

All  these  will  be  new  or  adapted  buildings  with  the  exception 
of  those  at  Tetbury  and  Winchcombe  which  it  is  hoped  will  be 
arranged  in  connection  with  the  Cottage  Hospitals  at  these  places. 
When  these  have  been  arranged,  there  will  be  available  twenty- 
eight  centres  of  treatment,  inclusive  of  the  out-patient  depart- 
ments of  the  General  Hospitals  at  Bristol,  Cheltenham,  Gloucester 
and  Stroud. 

Even  with  these  twenty-eight  centres  providing  services  for 
the  more  populous  parts  of  the  County,  there  will  be  considerably 
more  or  less  sparsely  populated  areas  without  an  Out- Station 
within  reasonable  access.  It  would  be  possible  to  make  provision 
for  them  in  some  simple  manner  ; all  that  is  required  is  some 
meeting  place  of  a modest  character  more  or  less  under  public 
control^  and  that  place  might  be  a suitable  room,  conveniently 
arranged,  in  a Nurse’s  Home.  When  such  modified  Out-Stations 
are  provided  at  nine  places,  it  may  well  be  considered  that  a very 
complete  co-ordinated  service  for  the  County  has  been  arranged. 
There  will  then  be  no  place  which  is  not  an  integral  part  of  the 
chain  of  treatment  with  the  Out- Station  at  one  end  and  the  wider 
services  of  the  General  Hospitals  and  special  institutions  at  the 
other.  The  organisation  exists  and  is  readily  expandable.  Mean- 
while with  the  24  Out-Stations  already  opened  or  approved, 
there  is  no  part  requiring  any  special  services  which  cannot  be 
arranged  with  the  aid  of  transport. 

The  general  progress  of  the  work  done  under  the  Scheme  is 
shown  in  the  following  brief  statement  which,  however,  shows 
only  that  part  relating  to  school  children. 
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1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

1926. 

1927. 

1928. 

1929. 

No.  of  Out-Stations 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

12 

12 

Openings  of  Out-Stations  : 

Routine 

407 

420 

442 

533 

571 

559 

575 

Intermediate  ... 

— 

280 

289 

603 

501 

658 

811 

Cases  seen  ... 

1,566 

1,954 

2,132 

3,161 

3,394 

3,871 

4,173 

Attendances 

4,239 

5,326 

5,443 

10,768 

8.618 

10.368  12.545 

Average  attendance  at 

Routine  openings 

10.6 

9.9 

9.6 

13.8 

9.0 

11.8 

11.4 

Specialist  cases  : 

Vision  ... 

692 

617 

706 

974 

1,048 

1,170 

1,313 

Ear,  nose  and  throat 

374 

730 

888 

1,095 

1,260 

1,641 

1,520 

Orthopaedic  ... 

25 

48 

66 

170 

140 

178 

238 

Throat  operations 

312 

386 

556 

611 

717 

832 

909 

Spectacles  obtained  ... 

428 

325 

361 

550 

581 

670 

737 

While  these  results  are  encouraging,  even  more  important  is 
the  increasing  amount  of  work  done  amongst  infants  so  that  defects 
now  noticed  in  children  at  the  time  of  admission  to  school  may  be 
remedied  or  prevented.  The  desirability  of  action  to  this  end 
has  been  strongly  urged  in  a recent  joint  circular  (No.  1054, 
dated  5th  December,  1929)  to  local  Authorities,  of  the  Board  of 
Education  and  Ministry  of  Health,  signed  personally  by  the 
President  and  the  Minister.  The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee  hope  that  the  arrangements  which  they  are  making 
will  be  effective  in  this  direction. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

The  arrangements  for  this  branch  of  work  during  1929  were 
as  follows  : — 

1.  Information  as  to  cases  is  received  from  various  sources 
and,  as  to  infants,  in  increasing  numbers  from  Health 
Visitors.  The  names  are  entered  on  a card  index  register 
and  this  now  contains  entries  of  953  cases. 

2.  Cases  are  reviewed  by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  of  the 
Cheltenham  General  Hospital  at  the  Hospital  and  at 
seven  Out-Stations,  and  copies  of  his  reports  are  sent  to 
the  usual  medical  attendants  and  nurses  concerned. 

3.  The  cases  are  kept  under  supervision  by  the  Surgeon 
and  two  whole-time  Orthopaedic  Nurses,  the  former 
visiting  Out-Stations  quarterly  and  the  latter  weekly. 
The  Nurses  also  see  as  many  cases  as  possible  in  their 
homes. 

4.  Treatment  is  given  in  the  Hospital  and  at  the  Out- 
Stations.  All  operative  work  is  done  in  the  former, 
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where  the  Committee  have  reserved  six  beds.  Inter- 
mediate treatment  is  given  by  the  Orthopaedic  Nurses 
at  the  Out-Stations  and  to  a limited  extent  in  the  homes. 
Efforts  are  made  to  interest  District  Nurses  in  this  work, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  be  able  to  give  increasing 
assistance  in  the  supervision  of  remedial  exercises,  care 
of  appliances,  etc. 

5.  Efforts  are  made  to  encourage  children  to  lead  as  normal 
a life,  including  attendance  at  school,  as  possible  : beyond 
this  it  has  been  possible,  so  far,  to  do  very  little  in  the 
way  of  providing  occupation  (hand  work,  etc.)  for  chil- 
dren not  able  to  attend  school,  but  it  is  hoped  in  time 
to  discover  some  one  person  who  will  be  willing  to  help 
in  this  direction  with  respect  to  each  child.  Some 
children  would  be  suitable  for  a special  school,  and  it 
was  desired  that  provision  should  be  made  for  them  in 
the  pavilion  for  surgical  cases  in  the  tuberculosis  institu- 
tion : this  proved  impracticable  owing  to  the  special 
constitution  of  the  Joint  Committee  for  Tuberculosis. 
The  only  existing  school  for  physically  defective  children 
in  the  County  is  that  at  St.  Rose’s  Convent,  Stroud, 
where  very  good  work  is  done  : so  far  no  cases  have 
been  sent  by  the  Education  Committee,  partly  in  view 
of  the  cost. 

At  the  request  of  the  Medical  Services  Committee  a special 
report  on  the  present  arrangements  and  on  the  directions  in  which 
they  could  suitably  be  enlarged  was  prepared.  The  three  main 
recommendations  were  : — 

1.  Increased  facilities  for  out-patient  treatment. 

2.  Extension  of  provision  for  in-patient  treatment. 

3.  Provision  for  prolonged  in-patient  treatment  and 
education. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  County  Council  on  23rd  October, 
1929,  the  following  recommendations  of  the  Medical  Services 
Committee  were  approved  : — 

1.  Orthopaedic  treatment  should  follow  the  same  lines  as 
other  treatment  services  of  the  Committee  and  be  under- 
taken by  the  surgeons  of  the  large  General  Hospitals  in 
the  respective  three  areas — Bristol,  Cheltenham  and 
Gloucester. 
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2.  The  in-patient  accommodation  in  the  Cheltenham 
General  Hospital  should  be  reduced  from  six  to  five  beds, 
and  the  equivalent  of  three  beds  should  be  reserved 
in  the  Gloucestershire  Royal  Infirmary  and  two  in  the 
two  large  Bristol  Hospitals,  making  a total  of  ten  beds. 

3.  Provision  should  be  made  for  two  cases  in  the  Winford 
Hospital,  Bristol,  or  other  institution  providing  combined 
treatment  and  education. 

4.  Arrangements  should  be  made  for  the  Orthopaedic 
Surgeons  to  pay  quarterly  visits  to  Out-Stations  in  their 
respective  Hospital  areas. 

All  the  persons  and  institutions  concerned  in  the  proposed 
changes  concurred  in  the  proposals  and  the  re-arrangements 
come  into  operation  on  1st  April,  1930. 


The  summary  of  the  work  done  during  1929  is  : — 


Out  Station. 

For  examination 

For  treatment 

by  Surgeon. 

by  Nurse. 

1927. 

1928. 

1929. 

1927. 

1928. 

1929. 

Berkeley 

74 

102 

109 

217 

297 

213 

Chipping  Campden 

69 

83 

91 

220 

208 

157 

Cinderford 

125 

95 

111 

234 

220 

240 

Cirencester 

120 

130 

163 

228 

382 

409 

Lydney  

59 

147 

193 

75 

228 

275 

Soun  dwell 

— 

— 

— 



174 

Stroud 

— 

— 

32 





146 

Tewkesbury 

62 

78 

81 

322 

309 

323 

Thornbury 

32 

25 

21 

46 

53 

126 

Totals  ... 

Results  of  Treatment. 

541 

660 

801 

1,342 

1,697 

2,063 

The  earliest  information  of  the  result  of  the  attention  of 
parents  being  drawn  to  defects  of  children  is  derived  from  the 
reports  of  the  Nurses  and  Children’s  Care  Committees  which  are 
received  about  a month  after  each  inspection.  Thus  of  2,740 
children  attending  366  departments,  1,229  had  already  received 
attention  which  was  regarded  as  satisfactory  in  1,174  cases. 

In  areas  covered  by  Out-Stations,  the  children  are  reported 
on  monthly  with  a view  to  all  cases  receiving  treatment.  On 
the  first  reports  only  1,008  of  2,254  children  had  been  treated,  but 
by  the  end  of  the  year  the  untreated  cases  had  been  reduced 
from  1,246  to  269. 
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All  children,  thus  referred,  are  re-examined  by  the  Medical 
Inspectors  at  their  next  visits  to  the  respective  schools.  Of 
3,876  children,  it  was  found  that  3,503  had  been  treated  and  that 
the  condition  had  been  remedied  in  1,163  instances  and  improved 
in  1,547  instances.  The  following  is  a brief  statement  with  respect 
to  certain  conditions  in  greater  detail  : — 


Nose  and  Ear  Skin  Deformi-  Defective 

throat.  disease.  disease.  ties.  vision. 


No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

o/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

Children  referred  . . 

. 1,118 

— 

104 

— 

130 

— 

182 

— 

866 

— 

Treated  : 

Under  Scheme  . . 

. 511 

45.7 

66 

63.5 

62 

47.7 

116 

63.7 

637 

73.6 

Otherwise 

. 388 

34.6 

28 

26.9 

67 

51.5 

49 

26.9 

153 

17.6 

Total 

. 899 

80.5 

94 

90.4 

129 

99.1 

165 

90.7 

790 

91.2 

Result  : 

Remedied 

. 553 

49.5 

48 

46.1 

83 

63.8 

17 

9.3 

178 

20.5 

Improved 

. 288 

25.8 

19 

18.3 

27 

20.7 

95 

52.2 

396 

46.0 

Unchanged 

. 58 

5.3 

27 

26.0 

19 

14.6 

53 

29.1 

216 

24.9 

When  the  facilities  offered  by  the  Treatment  Scheme  are 
enlarged,  as  is  proposed,  and  the  whole  of  the  County  is  covered 
by  Out- Stations,  the  results  should  be  even  better  and  there 
should  be  few  cases  not  treated  effectively. 

Dental  Treatment. 

It  is  unnecessary  here  to  enlarge  on  this  branch  of  the  work, 
which  proceeded  as  smoothly  and  satisfactorily  in  1929  as  in 
previous  years.  So  far  it  has  not  proved  possible  to  extend  the 
age  period  for  examination  and  treatment  beyond  11  years,  but 
if  dental  work  is  undertaken  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee,  it  would  be  practicable  by  co-operation  between  the 
two  committees  to  make  mutual  arrangements  whereby  the 
Education  Committee  would  be  able  to  raise  the  age  limit  without 
great  additional  cost.  A summary  of  the  work,  from  its  com- 
mencement in  1915-16,  is  set  out  in  Table  C at  the  end  of  this 
Report.  A very  encouraging  fact  there  brought  out  is  the 
increase  in  the  proportion  of  children  for  whom  the  parents 
accepted  treatment  and  to  whom  it  was  given  by  the  School 
Dentists  from  54  per  cent,  in  1922  to  over  73  per  cent,  in  1928-29. 

Rheumatic  Heart  Disease. 

This  is  one  of  the  conditions  in  which  it  was  noted  above 
that  there  was  evidence  of  periodic  change.  It  would  appear 
that  on  the  whole  the  proportion  of  children  noted  at  the  time 
of  inspection  as  having  signs  suggestive  of  organic  disease  of  the 
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heart  is  high  compared  with  other  areas,  especially  about  10  years 
ago.  That  the  Gloucestershire  standard  compares  reasonably 
well  with  that  for  other  areas  is  indicated  by  the  results  of  the 
special  examinations  under  the  scheme  mentioned  below  : thus 
of  the  Gloucestershire  cases  65%  were  reported  to  have  congenital 
or  acquired  heart  disease  compared  with  60%  (Bristol)  and  40% 
(Somerset).  Since  1921  for  “ entrants  ” and  1924  for  “ leavers,” 
however,  the  proportion  has  steadily  fallen  : so  far  as  can  be 
ascertained  this  decrease  is  not  connected  with  any  change  in 
the  standard  of  examination  and  there  has  been  no  change  in  the 
personnel,  examinations  having  been  made  by  the  same  five  doctors 
throughout.  The  percentages  of  children  noted  year  by  year, 
since  1920,  to  have  signs  consistent  with  organic  disease  of  the 
heart  are  : — 


1920 

1 

2 

3 

4 
6 
6 

7 

8 
9 


Entrants. 

Leavers 

6.6 

9.7 

6.8 

4.6 

4.85 

9.7 

4.55 

9.5 

3.4 

10.1 

2.4 

7.2 

1.7 

5.65 

1.6 

5.3 

1.1 

4.65 

.8 

3.55 

There  is  thus  indicated  a strong  suggestion  of  periodic^ 
in  the  occurrence  of  this  condition  : the  children  born  round 
about  1914  being  specially  affected  and  succeeding  generations 
less  and  less  affected.  For  children  about  five  years  of  age  the 
decrease  is  slackening  while  for  leavers  (children  about  12  years) 
the  fall  in  the  curve  continues  to  be  steep.  It  is  almost  to  be 
expected  that  before  long  the  curve  for  entrants  will  rise  again, 
while  that  for  the  leavers  should  continue  to  fall  if  the  suggestion 
of  periodicity  is  correct. 


This  observation  rather  confirms  the  view,  now  general,  of 
the  infectious  character  of  the  condition,  as  one  of  the  charac- 
teristics of  infections  generally  is  the  tendency  to  periodicity 
in  their  incidence. 


In  1927  preliminary  arrangements  w^ere  made  for  a combined 
special  enquiry  on  this  condition  in  the  Counties  of  Gloucestershire, 
Somersetshire  and  Wiltshire,  and  the  contained  County  Boroughs. 
These  arrangements  included  : — 

(a)  The  formation  of  a special  committee  which  will  co- 
ordinate, summarise  and  analyse  the  wrork. 
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( b )  Reference  of  cases  by  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Authorities,  Education  Committees  and  medical  prac- 
titioners. 


(c)  Review  of  cases  by  a panel  of  five  physicians  at  the  Out- 
Stations  and  Hospitals. 

( d ) Observation  of  children  as  regards  exercise  and  work. 

Under  the  Scheme  arrangements  are  made  for  the  grouping 
of  cases  at  certain  Out- Stations  for  examination  by  the  selected 
physicians,  just  as  they  are  for  ophthalmic  examination,  etc. 
The  number  of  physicians  is  made  as  small  as  possible  to  reduce 
the  personal  equation  to  the  lowest  practical  limits  and  they  are 
working  on  agreed  lines  : those  for  Gloucestershire  are  Dr.  J.  R. 
Collins  (Cheltenham),  Dr.  D.  E.  Finlay  (Gloucester),  and  Dr. 
C.  E.  K.  Herapath  (Bristol).  Up  to  the  end  of  1929  they  had  paid 
14  visits  to  8 Out-Stations  and  had  examined  115  children,  many 
being  re-examined.  The  results  so  far  obtained,  shortly  sum- 
marised, are  : — 


Condition. 

No.  having  Rheumatic  heart  disease 
No.  having  congenital  heart  disease 
No.  doubtful  and  under  observation 
No.  with  no  organic  disease  of  heart 


62 

15 

8 

30 


115 


School  Attendance. 


May  attend 

Should  not 

School. 

attend  School. 

Rheumatic  heart  disease 

52 

10 

Congenital  heart  disease 

15 

— 

Doubtful  and  under  observation 

8 

— 

No  organic  disease  of  heart  ... 

28 

2 

103 

12 

Restriction  of  games,  etc.,  was  recommended  for  about  half 
of  the  children  with  rheumatic  heart  disease. 

A child  with  severe  symptoms  of  organic  disease  of  the  heart 
is  as  much  a physically  defective  " child  for  practical  purposes 
as  one  with  a damaged  spine  or  limb,  and  needs  institutional 
treatment  and  instruction  in  the  same  way.  Mentally  such 
children  are  often  as  sharp  as  physically  fit  children,  and  the  loss 
of  education  to  them  owing  to  their  physical  disability  is  a serious 
matter.  It  is  understood  that  the  Winford  Hospital,  near  Bristol, 
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will  be  available  for  heart  as  "well  as  orthopaedic  cases  and  oppor- 
tunity will  probably  be  given  for  suitable  provision  for  cardiac 
cases  in  an  Institution  near  this  County  of  which  it  is  hoped  that 
advantage  may  be  taken  in  special  cases. 


Home  Conditions.  A report  on  the  home  conditions  is  obtained 
in  each  case  in  the  hope  that  the  combined  experience  over  so 
wide  an  area  may  give  indications  of  the  circumstances  favouring 
the  development  of  acquired  heart  disease  with  a view  to  measures 
of  prevention.  The  aspects  for  enquiry  were  carefully  selected 
and  it  is  following  the  same  lines  in  all  the  areas  ; the  information 
so  far  obtained  has  not  yet  been  summarised  and,  in  any  event, 
is  insufficient  for  the  formation  of  considered  opinions.  It  is, 
however,  of  interest  to  record  the  preliminary  summary  for  this 
area  which  accords  fairly  well  with  that  for  another  county  which 
has  also  been  prepared. 

Rheumatic 

heart  disease.  Other  cases. 


No.  examined 

Percentages. 

Homes  markedly  damp  ... 

Homes  with  defective  ventilation 
Homes  with  defective  day  lighting 
Family  circumstances. 

Comfortable 
Adequate  ... 

Straitened 

Houses. 

Low  lying  ... 

Not  low  lying 
Elevated 


62 

36 
8 

14 

21 

42 

37 

21 

42 

37 


53 

36 

15 

11 

21 

47 

30 

13 

43 

38 


When  similar  information  is  available  with  respect  to  a 
considerable  number  of  cases  over  the  wide  area  of  enquiry,  it 
should  be  possible  to  draw  practical  conclusions. 


Physical  Training. 

there  is  no  development  for  report  in  this  connection  but 
the  usual  drill  and  exercises  are  carried  out  under  the  supervision 
of  the  teachers.  The}r  would  be  greatly  assisted  in  this  work 
if  they  had  the  advantage  of  the  assistance  of  an  Instructor  in 
Physical  Training. 


Provision  of  Meals. 

The  Secretary  for  Education  reports  : — 

‘ that  no  formal  arrangements  were  made  by  the  Local 
Education  Authority  for  the  Provision  of  Meals  in  their  area 
during  the  year  1929,  although  steps  in  this  direction  were 
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contemplated  in  the  Forest  of  Dean  neighbourhood.  As 
enquiries  made  by  the  Managers  of  the  Forest  of  Dean  group 
of  Council  Schools  appeared  to  show  that  in  some  of  the  schools 
in  their  area  there  were  children  who,  by  reason  of  the 
unemployment  or  partial  employment  of  their  fathers,  were 
underfed  and  were,  therefore,  unable  to  take  full  advantage 
of  the  education  provided  for  them,  the  Committee  resolved 
to  put  into  operation  their  powers  under  section  84  of  the 
Education  Act,  1921.  A Minor  Committee  was  appointed 
to  deal  with  the  question,  under  an  instruction  that,  as  a 
general  principle,  provision  should  not  be  made  for  children 
whose  parents  were  in  receipt  of  unemployment  benefit,  or  had 
an  income  from  any  source  equal  to  the  amount  of  that 
benefit.  Application  forms  were  sent  to  the  head  teachers 
of  the  schools  in  the  district  affected,  but  when  these  had 
been  sifted,  and  the  necessary  medical  examinations  had  been 
conducted,  it  appeared  that  the  number  of  children  for  whom 
provision  could  properly  be  made  was  so  small,  and  the  indi- 
vidual children  were  so  scattered,  that  it  would  be  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  to  put  the  statutory  powers  into  opera- 
tion, and  accordingly  other  action  was  taken  with  a view 
of  assisting  the  necessitous  cases.  Happily  soon  afterwards 
there  was  an  appreciable  improvement  in  the  condition  with 
regard  to  employment  in  the  district.  *’ 

At  a number  of  schools  there  are  voluntary  arrangements 
whereby  children  are  provided  with  food  or  drink,  and  this  action 
has  been  greatly  appreciated  by  all  concerned. 

Baths  for  Children. 

The  only  place  in  the  County  where — so  far  as  information 
has  been  given — special  bathing  arrangements  have  been  made 
for  children  is  Tewkesbury.  The  arrangements  were  initiated  in 
December,  1921,  and  have  proved  very  successful.  During  1929, 
1,664  children  used  the  baths  and,  from  this,  it  would  appear  that 
they  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Blind,  Deaf,  Defective  and  Epileptic  Children. 

A numerical  return  of  these  children  is  given  in  Table  III 
at  the  end  of  this  report  . 

Blind  Children. — There  are  32  children  between  5 and  16 
years  of  age  under  observation  by  the  Committee  and  the  Glouces- 
tershire County  Association  for  the  Blind.  These  children  are 
distributed  as  follows  : — 
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At  certified  blind  schools  14 

In  other  Institutions  and  special  guardianship  ...  ...  ...  2 

At  home,  too  ill  for  admission  to  blind  schools  ...  ...  ...  5 

Attending  public  elementary  schools  with  very  defective  vision, 

being  “ watched  ” by  visitors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

At  home,  too  young  for  admission  to  schools  ...  ...  ...  4 

32 

Deaf  Children. — The  Committee  are  maintaining  22  children 
in  a special  school,  and  there  are  a further  3 under  observation 
who  are  not  yet  7 years  of  age. 

Mentally  Defective  Children. — 1 he  following  statement  gives 
a summary  of  the  reports  on  the  mental  condition  of  children 
examined  during  the  course  of  their  school  life  and  now  on  the 
County  register  : — 


Total  number  examined. 

Number 

Dead 

Number 

To  31  st 
Dec., 

1929. 

To  31  st 
Dec., 

7-16  yrs. 
on  31  st 

or 

Left 

over  16  yrs 
on  3 l«si 

Children  suitable  for 

1928. 

1929. 

Dec.,  1929. 

County. 

Dec.,  1929 

Instruction  in  a 

Public  Elementary  Sch. 

118 

8 

126 

49 

1 

76 

Special  Class 

102 

10 

112 

34 

9 

69 

Special  Day  School 

69 

— 

69 

3 

3 

63 

Special  Res.  School 

239 

14 

253 

82 

40 

131 

Other  Special  Schools  . . . 

14 

2 

16 

6 

2 

8 

Children  unsuitable  for 
Instruction  in  a 

Special  School  ... 

133 

4 

137 

38 

42 

57 

Total  children  specially 

examined 

675 

38 

713 

212 

97 

404 

The  problem  of  Mental  Deficiency  has  been  considered  by  a 
Joint  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  Board  of  Control 
.appointed  in  1924,  and  their  report  was  issued  in  two  parts  in 
April  and  July,  1929.  They  review  the  problem  very  broadly 
and  conclude  the  chapter  on  “ the  nature  of  mental  deficiency  ” 
with  the  following  words  : — 

“ In  short,  the  only  really  satisfactory  criterion  of  mental 
deficiency  is  the  social  one,  and  if  a person  is  suffering  from 
a degree  of  incomplete  mental  development  which  renders 
him  incapable  of  independent  social  adaptation  and  which 
necessitates  external  care,  supervision  and  control,  then  such 
person  is  a mental  defective.” 
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A special  investigation  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  was  made 
by  Dr  E.  0.  Lewis  and,  on  his  findings,  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  the  mean  incidence  in  England  and  Wales  as  a \\  o e ^ol1  c 
be  about  8 per  1,000,  and  that  on  this  basis  the  total  number  of 
persons  of  all  ages  in  these  countries  who  are  defective  with  n 
the  meaning  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  would  be  approbate  y 
300  000  Adding  children  educationally  rather  than  sociallj 
defective  to  these,  they  reach  a total  who  are  mentally  defective 
within  the  meaning  of  either  Act  not  far  short  of  340,000.  I hey 
recognise  as  a matter  of  fact  that  the  mentally  defective^  form  a 
continuous  series  ranging  from  the  very  deepest  to  the  very 
mildest  degree  of  defect ; the  upper  limits  would  appear  to  be  very 
arbitrary.  But  whether  or  not  the  figure  reached  by  the  Joint 
Committee  should  be  greatly  increased  or  largely  diminished 
they  clearly  recognise  that  the  important  factor  from  t e pom 
of  view  of  the  community  is  the  capability  or  otherwise  of  the 
individual  of  independent  social  adaptation.  They  give  practical 
effect  to  their  conclusions  with  respect  to  children  m their  recom- 
mendations which  appear  to  make  provision,  in  great  measure,  01 
more  satisfactory  grouping  of  children  for  instruction  in  schoo  s. 
Under  the  proposals  of  the  Committee, 

(1)  Certification  of  children  under  section  55  of  the  Education 
Act  1921  would  be  abolished. 

(2)  Provision  would  be  made  for  separate  instruction  of 
retarded  children,  a group  which  will  contain  a certain 
number  who  would  be  certifiable  under  the  Menta 


Deficiency  Acts. 

If  effect  is  given  to  these  proposals,  benefit  will  be  given  both 
to  the  children  of  normal  development  and  those  mentally  re- 
tarded  and  the  problem  of  the  care  of  retarded  children  in 
country  districts  will  be  eased  very  greatly. 

Epileptic  Children.—  The  number  of  children  examined  by 
the  School  Medical  Inspector  and  reported  to  suffer  from  epileptic 
fits  is  25,  19  being  in  attendance  at  a school  and  6 suffering  so 
seriously  as  to  make  it  desirable  they  should  not  attend.  There 
are  3 further  children  not  in  attendance  at  any  school  awaiting 
examination  as  opportunity  offers. 

No  children  are  maintained,  at  the  expense  of  the  t om- 
mittee,  in  a special  school. 


Physically  Defective  Children. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  register,  compiled  mainly 
from  the  returns  of  School  Attendance  Officers,  of  children  not 
in  attendance  at  School,  and  of  the  causes  . 
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SUMMARY  OF  CHILDREN  NOT  ATTENDING  SCHOOL. 


Age  5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Total. 

Mentally  Defective 

4 

5 

5 

9 

AJ 

5 

6 

8 

10 

15 

GO 

Paralysis 

- 

- 

3 

3 

2 

3 

5 

1 

- 

17 

Cripples 

- 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

4 

1 

2 

16 

Delicate 

1 

3 

3 

2 

- 

2 

1 

2 

3 

17 

Tuberculosis 

...  ...  — 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

11 

Blind  (or  Partially) 

2 

3 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

9 

Deaf  and  Dumb  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Heart  Affection  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

- 

- 

7 

Epileptic  

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

2 

2 

9 

Other  Defects 

4 

6 

7 

2 

3 

5 

3 

1 

4 

35 

Totals 

13 

22 

22 

13 

15 

23 

27 

21 

28 

184 

Efforts  are  made  to  get  the  children  into  convenient  schools 
for  medical  examination,  and  nearly  all  of  them  have  been  seen 
either  in  the  schools  or  in  their  own  homes.  As  far  as  practicable, 
endeavours  are  made  to  secure  effective  treatment,  especially  of 
the  physically  defective,  so  that,  if  possible,  the  respective 
children  may  have  the  advantage  of  instruction. 

Miscellaneous  Work. 

Amongst  other  work  undertaken  during  1929  was  the 
following  : — 

1. — Fifty-five  pupil  teachers,  etc.,  were  examined  and  were 


classed  as  follows  : — 

A 1. — Free  from  physical  defect  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

A 2. — In  good  health,  but  with  some  defect  not  likely  to 

shorten  the  full  term  of  service  ...  ...  ...  6 

B 1. — In  good  health,  but  with  some  permanent  defect  likely 

to  shorten  the  full  term  of  service  .. . ...  ...  0 

B 2. — In  good  health,  but  with  some  defect  likely  to  inter- 
fere to  some  extent  with  efficiency  ...  ...  1 

B 3. — Temporarily  in  sub-normal  health,  but  may  make  a 

good  recovery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

C — Those  whose  physical  condition  is  such  as  to  make  them 

unfit  for  the  teaching  profession  ...  ...  ...  1 


2. — Seventy-eight  specimens  of  hair  were  examined  for  the 
spores  of  ringworm,  which  were  found  in  thirty-seven  cases. 
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Secondary  Schools. 

Inspection. — During  the  Summer  and  Autumn  Terms  in 
1929  all  the  19  Secondary  Schools  were  visited  by  the  whole- 
time School  Medical  Inspectors,  Dr.  Sarah  Wilson  and  Dr.  Blake, 
the  former  examining  the  girls  and  the  latter  the  boys.  Owing 
to  the  very  small  number  of  entrants  and  local  difficulties  in  making 
arrangements,  the  schools  were  not  visited  during  the  Spring  Term. 
The  work  in  the  Summer  Term  occupied  27  days,  and  in  the 
Autumn  Term  99  days,  a total  of  120  days. 

The  following  summary  shows  the  distribution  of  children 
examined  during  1929  : — 


Entrants  . . . 

12- 13  years 

13- 14  ‘ „ 

14- 15  „ 

15- 16  „ 

16- 17  „ 

17- 18 

18- 19  „ 


“ Specials  ” (excluding  “ Routine  ”) 
examined 

Totals  ... 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

472 

469 

941 

232 

190 

422 

343 

205 

548 

324 

268 

592 

279 

211 

490 

144 

101 

245 

40 

34 

74 

10 

17 

27 

1,844 

1,495 

3,339 

281 

222 

503 

2,125 

1,717 

3,842 

Detailed  records  are  kept,  and  are  available,  if  desired. 

Treatment. — The  names  of  children  requiring  treatment  are 
sent  to  the  Head  Masters  and  Mistresses,  who  have  proved  most 
helpful  in  persuading  the  parents  to  give  attention  to  defects 
which  have  been  brought  to  their  notice.  Of  the  480  cases  referred 
in  the  previous  year,  466  or  97.1  per  cent,  had  had  treatment  by 
the  next  visit  of  the  School  Medical  Inspector  : 125  (26.0  per  cent.) 
were  reported  to  be  cured,  264  (55.0  per  cent.)  improved  and  77 
(16.2  per  cent.)  were  regarded  as  unchanged.  Spectacles  were 
prescribed  in  154  cases  and  all,  with  3 exceptions,  are  reported 
to  have  been  obtained. 

During  the  year  arrangements  were  again  made  for  the  two 
male  School  Dentists  to  visit  the  Secondary  Schools  for  the  purpose 
of  inspection  and  treatment  of  the  teeth  of  “ Entrants  ” only. 
675  children  were  examined  : of  the  487  requiring  attention, 
treatment  was  accepted  and  given  to  346  ; 11  Casuals  ” were 
also  seen  and  treatment  given  to  each  case. 


TABLE  I. 

RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 


A— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 

Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections  : 

Entrants... 

4,832 

Intermediates 

5,321 

Leavers  ... 

3,411 

Total  ... 

13,564 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections... 

— 

B— OTHER  INSPECTIONS 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 

2,037 

Number  of  Re-Inspections 

5,691 

Total  ... 

7,728 

TABLE  II. 

RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1929. 
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TABLE  A. 

SCHOOLS  CLOSED  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  DURING  1929 


Infection. 

SCHOOLS  CLOSED 

By  M.O.H. 
with 

approval  of 
S.M.O. 

By  S.M.O. 

By  R.D.C. 
and 

Manager s 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

— 

— 

4 

Diphtheria 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Measles 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Measles  and  Mumps 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Influenza 

5 

- 

5 

Total  ... 

16 

— 

— 

16 

TABLE  B 


PEDICULOSIS.— Following-up,  1929. 

M ixed 

Boys 

O iris 

Infants 

Total 

(All 

Departments) 

Departments 

594 

34 

30 

76 

734 

Number  of  Examinations 

51,823 

4,116 

4,022 

8,072 

68,033 

Children  examined 

48.344 

3,885 

3,418 

6,795 

62,442 

Children  infected 

3,006 

209 

328 

685 

4,228 

Percentage  infected 

6.2 

5.4 

9.6 

10.1 

6.8 

Cards  : — 

Blue  (Mild)  ... 

1,603 

83 

124 

39S 

2,208 

Green  (Stronger) 

1,485 

102 

253 

382 

2,222 

Red  (Second  Warning) 

653 

30 

110 

164 

957 

Letters  (Subsequent  Warnings) 

722 

15 

88 

180 

1,005 

Children  excluded... 

392 

19 

44 

97 

552 

Prosecutions  (under  Bye-Laws)  : — 

34 

1 

4 

4 

43 

Results  Fines 

20 

1 

4 

3 

28 

Cautioned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Withdrawn 

14 

— 

— 

1 

15 

Fines:— 1— £1  ; 1-15/-;  1—12/6;  2-10/-;  2—7/6;  13-5/-;  8—2/6. 


TABLE  C. 

TREATMENT  OF  DENTAL  DEFECTS. 

Results  from  Commencement  of  Scheme. 


First  Inspection 
1915-16 

Aae  6-8  pears 

Second  Inspection 
1917-18 

Age  6-10  years 

Third  Inspection 
1919-21 

Age  6-10  years 

Fourth  Inspection (i) 
Mar.,  1921  -Mar.,  1922 
Age  6-10  years 

Fifth  Inspection 
Feb.,  1922 — Feb.,  1923 
Age  6-10  years 

Sixth  Inspection 
Feb.  to  Dec.,  1923 
Age  6 — 10  years 

Seventh  Inspection 
Jan.  to  Nov.,  1924 
Age  6 — 10  years. 

Eighth  Inspection 
Sept.  to  Sept.  1925 

Age  6 — 10  years. 

Ninth  Inspection 
Sept.  1925  to  June , 1926 
Age  6 — 10  years. 

Tenth  Inspection 
June,  1926  to  June,  1927 
Age  5 — 10  years. 

Eleventh  Inspection 
June  1927  to  Oct.  1928 
Age  5 — 10  years 
Part  5 — 11  „ 

Twelfth  Inspection 

April,  1928 -July,  1929 

Age  5-11  years 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No.  Per  cent. 

No.  Per  cent. 

No.  Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No.  Per  Cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No.  of  Departments 

364 



123 

— 

452 

- 

452 

— 

445 

- 

439 

•—  ^ 

433 

— 

430 

— 

430 

— 

423 

— 

420  — 

416 

— 

No.  on  Registers  ... 

34,873 

- 

12,167 

— 

42,065 

3 

41,948 

— 

41,255 

— 

41,119 

— 

40,264 

40,187 

40,124 

40,056 

39,745  — 

39,639 

INSPECTION. 

Children  due  for  examination 

8,518 

24.4 

5,438 

44.7 

18,927 

45.0 

18,489 

44.1 

18,183 

44.0 

17,381 

42.2 

16,114 

40.0 

15,448 

38.4 

15,170 

37.9 

20,897 

52.1 

22,849  57.6 

26,348 

66.4 

of  No.  on  Registers 

7,877 

92.5 

5,110 

94.0 

16,936 

89.5 

16,482 

89.1 

16,060 

88.3 

15,278 

87.9 

14,420 

89.5 

13,663 

88.5 

13,356 

88.2 

18,343 

87.9 

20,529  89.5 

23,676 

89.9 

of  No.  d 

ue  for  Examination 

„ requiring  treatment 

4,176 

53.0 

2,673 

52.3 

10,300 

60.9 

10,341 

62.9 

9,892 

61.5 

9,709 

63.6 

8,905 

61.7 

8,793 

64.3 

8,559 

64.1 

10,981 

59.9 

13,484  65.8 

16,016 

67.6 

of  No.  e 

xamined 

TREATMENT. 

Children  treated  by  Sohool  Dentist 

2,274 

54.4 

1,600 

59.8 

6,144 

59.6 

5,605 

54.2 

5,339 

54.0 

5,495 

56.5 

5,419 

60.9 

5,948 

67.6 

5,729 

66.9 

7,648 

69.6 

9,944  73.7 

11,767 

73.5 

of  No. 

equiring  treatment 

„ Dentist  privately 

61 

1.2 

27 

1.0 

270 

2.6 

64 

.6 

39 

.4 

34 

.4 

50 

.6 

40 

.5 

34 

.4 

22 

.2 

44  .3 

35 

.2 

» 

” 

„ absent  and  left  ... 

353 

8.5 

194 

7.3 

765 

7.4 

203 

2.0 

83 

.8 

116 

1.2 

41 

.5 

32 

.4 

35 

.4 

57 

.5 

42  .3 

50 

.3 

- 

” 

Balanoe  not  accepting  treatment  ... 

1,498 

35.9 

852 

31.9 

3,121 

30.4 

4,469 

43.2 

4,431 

44.8 

4,064 

41.9 

3,395 

38.0 

2,773 

31.5 

2,761 

32.3 

3,254 

29.6 

3,454  25.6 

4,164 

26.0 

” ” 

Casuals  treated  

216 

- 

136 

— 

785 

- 

778 

- 

792 

— 

982 

— 

756 

— 

1,055  (ii) 

— 

1,069  (iii) 

— 

964  (iv)  — 

954  (v)  — 

852  (vi)  — 

(i)  Treatment  given  on  day  of  Inspection  from  June  1921  onwards  (part  4th  Rd.)  (ii)  Including  243  in  additional  age  groups  in  52  small  Sohools.  (iii)  Including  227  in  additional  age  groups  in  59  small  Schools.  (iv)  Including  61  in  additional  age  groups  m 20  small  Schools. 
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